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Summer Reading Requirements 

Entering Sixth Grade 

2022-2023 

 
Students are required to read two books over the summer. One book is required, and students should be prepared to 
take an assessment on the required book and discuss it in depth during the first week of school. The one choice book 
must come from the rising sixth grade reading list. Assignments are due the first full day of classes.  
 
 
Summer Reading Report Requirements for Rising Sixth Grade Students  

 

All of these books have favorable reviews. Parents, please supervise your child’s choices for the one book; some books 

may contain adult language and situations. Please read and carefully follow the written requirements for the two 

books. Your written assignments are due the first full day of class. 

 
Written Assignments for Required Book 

 
Rising sixth graders are required to read and annotate A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park.  

 
A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park 

• You are to annotate your book to the best of your ability. Books will be collected to check annotations for 

a grade on the first full day of class. A guide is below to help you. 

• For this novel, I ask you to reflect on what it is you are reading. This novel is quite powerful and based on 

a true story. I ask that you hold discussions with your family about this book. Explain what is happening in 

the chapters, describe the characters, and hold a discussion about what it is you are reading. Ask 

whomever you hold these discussions with to sign and date the following page indicating that you did so. 

• In addition to annotating and holding a family discussion, use the sheet on the last page to choose 3 

squares that touch one another (like tic-tac-toe) to answer. Each answer should be at least one paragraph 

in length. 

• I will collect the annotated novels and signed documents together with the questions on the first full day 

of class. 
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Annotation Help: It should be clear to your teacher that you have read and thought about the entire book, not just 
random chunks here and there. You should have comments on nearly every page.  

• Make brief comments in the margins. Use any white space available.  

• Make brief comments between or within lines of the text.  

• Circle or put boxes around key words or phrases, then add a comment explaining why/how those 

elements are important in the passage. Don’t just circle parts of the book without explaining the 

significance of them.  

• Pay attention to topics, patterns, and ideas that resurface in the text. These will lead you to uncovering 

themes, the central messages, of the book.  

• Comment on the actions or development of any key characters. Does the character change? Why? How? 

In what ways? What is the result of these changes on the character and on others?  

• Comment on things that intrigue, impress, inspire, challenge, confuse, and give you ‘aha moments!’  

• Comment on lines/quotations that you think are especially significant, powerful, or meaningful, and 

explain WHY you think they are so important.  

• Summarize key events/plot points in each chapter. Make predictions within and at the end of chapters.  

• Note anything you would like to discuss or do not understand.  

Assignment for One Choice Book 
 
Rising sixth grade students may choose any book from the list given. They are simply required to annotate it just as they 
are annotating A Long Walk to Water. 
 
 
 
All in all, you are responsible for FOUR assignments: 
 

• Read and annotate A Long Walk to Water 

• You and your parents/family members should sign the document on the following page indicating you did your 

best to discuss the novel A Long Walk to Water. 

• Answer 3 questions, each a paragraph in length, for A Long Walk to Water. 

• Read and annotate a novel of your choice from the list provided. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT THE GRADE YOU EARN ON YOUR SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT WILL BE 
YOUR FIRST LITERATURE TEST GRADE. 

  

 

Our Lady of the Assumption Catholic School seeks to create a nurturing environment grounded in the Catholic faith, 
 which provides for the spiritual and academic development of each child. 
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6th Grade Language Arts Teacher 

Summer Reading Assignment 

 

By signing this document, all family members are verifying that the student was honest in all aspects of this 

summer reading assignment and are agreeing that all work is upholding the highest standards of honesty and 

behavior. Students read the entire book and put forth their best effort in annotations. Students also did their best 

to hold a discussion with a member of his or her family, or the entire family, concerning the topics addressed in 

their summer reading novel A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park.  

 

Sincerely, 

Your 6th Grade Language Arts Teacher 

 

 

Parent/Family Member Signatures:  

 

 

 

Student Name (printed):  

 

Student Signature:  
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Tic-Tac-Toe Menu 
 

 

Directions: Choose activities in a tic-tac-toe design. All activities must be answered with at least a paragraph 

each. When you have completed the activities in a row—horizontally, vertically, or diagonally—you are 

finished. 

 

 

I choose activities #____________, #__________, #___________ 

 

 

 

1-Description 

 

Describe the role that family 

plays in A Long Walk to 

Water. 

2-Cause and Effect 

 

Explain the effects of climate 

and place on the lives of the 

Sudanese. 

3-Compare and Contrast 

 

Think of other survival 

stories like wilderness 

adventures, historical fiction, 

myths, etc. How are these 

different and similar to A 

Long Walk to Water? 

4-Compare and Contrast 

 

How are Nya and Salva 

similar and different in terms 

of culture, time, and place? 

5-Create 

 

Create a visual interpretation 

of what either Nya or Salva 

were feeling at any given 

point in the book. Write a 

short paragraph detailing 

what you decided to draw. 

 

6-Problem and Solution 

 

Explain Nya’s water problem 

and come up with a realistic 

solution. 

7-Problem and Solution 

 

What is the problem faced by 

the people on the island 

village in the White Nile? 

How did they solve it? 

8-Chronological/Sequence 

 

Create a list in paragraph 

form showing the order of 

the most important things 

refugee camp workers have 

to know, do, and consider in 

taking care of the refugees. 

9-Cause and Effect 

 

Share at least 4 of the 

obstacles that Salva and the 

refugees face and include 

their causes and effects. 

 

 



OLA Catholic School Summer Reading - Grade 6
AUTHOR TITLE NOTES

Almond, David Skellig Two lonely children form a bond when they secretly take on the care of a crusty, otherworldly old man living in a ramshackled 
garage. A mystical story of love and friendship.

Avi Crispin: The Cross of Lead Falsely accused of theft and declared a "wolf's head" (whom any man may kill), humble, pious Crispin flees his feudal village. Taken 
in as an apprentice by an itinerant juggler called Bear, Crispin learns about music and mummery, about freedom and questioning 
fate, and about his own mysterious parentage. Avi writes a fast-paced, action-packed adventure comfortably immersed in its 
fourteenth-century setting.

Avi The True Confessions of 
Charlotte Doyle

Thirteen-year-old Charlotte Doyle, the only passenger on a voyage from England to America in 1832, must take serious matters into 
her own hands when she learns that the captain is murderous. 

Babbitt, Natalie Tuck Everlasting The Tuck family is confronted with an agonizing situation when they discover that a ten-year-old girl and a malicious stranger now 
share their secret about a spring whose water prevents one from ever growing any older.

Balliett, Blue Hold Fast On a cold winter day in Chicago, Early's father disappeared, and now she, her mother and her brother have been forced to flee their 
apartment and join the ranks of the homeless — and it is up to Early to hold her family together and solve the mystery surrounding 
her father. 

Berlin, Eric The Potato Chip Puzzles Winston and his friends enter an all-day puzzle contest to win fifty-thousand dollars for their school, but they must also figure out 
who is trying to keep them from winning. Puzzles for the reader to solve are included throughout the text. 

Boyce, Frank 
Cottrell

Framed When paintings from London's National Gallery, which has suffered flood damage, are temporarily relocated to narrator Dylan 
Hughes's Welsh hometown, it seems to be just what the former slate-mining community needs to improve its self-image. The 
comedy of misperception reigns in Dylan's endearingly ingenuous account of his town and family's struggle for financial and 
emotional stability. Eccentric supporting characters enhance the vivid tableau.

Boyne, John The Boy in the Striped 
Pajamas

Bored and lonely after his family moves from Berlin to a place called "Out-With" in 1942, Bruno, the son of a Nazi officer, befriends a 
boy in striped pajamas who lives behind a wire fence.

Boyne, John Stay Where You Are & 
Then Leave

Four years after Alfie Summerfield's father left London to become a soldier in World War I he has not returned but Alfie, now nine, is 
shining shoes at King's Cross Station when he happens to learn that his father is at a nearby hospital being treated for shell shock.

Bradley, Kimberly 
Brubaker

The War I Finally Won "As the frightening impact of World War II creeps closer and closer to her door, eleven-year-old Ada learns to manage life on the 
home front."  Sequel to The War that Saved my Life.

Colfer, Eoin Artemis Fowl series Twelve-year-old evil genius Artemis Fowl tries to restore his family fortune by capturing a fairy and demanding a ransom in gold, but 
the fairies fight back with magic, technology, and a particularly nasty troll.

Connolly, Tina Seriously Wicked Camellia's adopted mother wants Cam to grow up to be just like her. Problem is, Mom's a seriously wicked witch.
Cam's used to stopping the witch's crazy schemes for world domination. But when the witch summons a demon, he gets loose--and 
into Devon, the cute new boy at school.

Cooper, Susan The Dark is Rising series On his eleventh birthday Will Stanton discovers that he is the last of the Old Ones, destined to seek the six magical Signs that will 
enable the Old Ones to triumph over the evil forces of the Dark.

Cushman, Karen Catherine Called Birdy Catherine, a spirited and inquisitive young woman of good family, narrates in diary form the story of her fourteenth year--the year 
1290. 

Cushman, Karen The Midwife’s Apprentice In medieval England, a nameless, homeless girl is taken in by a sharp-tempered midwife and, in spite of obstacles and hardship, 
eventually gains the three things she wants: a full belly, a contented heart, and a place in the world.

Erdich, Louise The Birchbark House  Omakayas, a seven-year-old Native American girl of the Ojibwa tribe, lives through the joys of summer and the perils of winter on 
an island in Lake Superior in 1847.

Grade 6
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AUTHOR TITLE NOTES

Erskine, Kathryn Mockingbird Ten-year-old Caitlin, who has Asperger's Syndrome, struggles to understand emotions, show empathy, and make friends at school, 
while at home she seeks closure by working on a project with her father. 

Feinstein, John Last Shot series As winners of a writing contest, eighth-graders Steven Thomas and Susan Carol Anderson travel to the NCAA Final Four as 
journalists. In addition to meeting college basketball celebrities, the two also uncover a plot to fix the championship game. As the 
fast-moving mystery takes off, the book becomes the reader's own press pass to a behind-the-scenes look at the Final Four.

Fforde, Jasper The Last Dragonslayer Fifteen-year-old Jennifer Strange runs an agency for underemployed magicians in a world where magic is fading away, but when 
visions of the death of the world's last dragon begin, all signs point to Jennifer--and Big Magic.

Forrester, Victoria The Girl Who Could Fly Piper McCloud's ability to fly sets her apart from the other kids, so her mother sends her to an exclusive school for children with 
exceptional abilities, but even there she does not fit in with the other students.

Funke, Cornelia Inkheart Twelve-year-old Meggie learns that many years ago, while her father was reading the novel Inkheart  out loud, his voice somehow 
brought many of its characters--including the evil despot Capricorn--slipping out of their story. Now Capricorn wants Meggie's father 
to summon a malevolent, immortal character called the Shadow from the pages of the book. This tale of adventure and fantasy 
reaches an especially satisfying conclusion.

Funke, Cornelia The Thief Lord Orphaned brothers Prosper and Bo, having run away from their cruel aunt and uncle, decide to hide out in Venice where they fall in 
with the Thief Lord, a thirteen-year-old boy who leads a crime ring of street children.

Gaimen, Neil Coraline Insatiably curious Coraline is an explorer dedicated to discovering everything she can about the area around her family's new home. 
When she comes upon a door in their flat that seems to go nowhere, enters an alternate world that at first is full of interesting 
things and delicious foods — everything that she has longed for. However, the dangerous creature there — called the other mother 
— intends to keep her forever. After Coraline's parents are kidnapped into the other world, she sets off on a mission to rescue them. 

Giff, Patricia Reilly Pictures of Hollis Woods A troublesome 12-year-old orphan, staying with an elderly artist who needs her, remembers the only other time she was happy in a 
foster home, with a family who truly cared about her.

Giff, Patricia Reilly Eleven When Sam, who can barely read, discovers an old newspaper clipping just before his eleventh birthday, it brings forth memories 
from his past, and, with the help of a new friend at school and the castle they are building for a school project, his questions are 
eventually answered.

Graff, Lisa Lost in the Sun "As Trent Zimmerman struggles to move past a traumatic event that took place several months earlier, he befriends class outcast 
Fallon Little, who helps him understand that he can move on"

Green, Tim Football Genius Troy, a sixth-grader with an unusual gift for predicting football plays before they occur, attempts to use his ability to help his favorite 
team, the Atlanta Falcons, but he must first prove himself to the coach and players. 

Haddix, Margaret 
Peterson

Children of exile series
For the past twelve years, adults called "Freds"have raised Rosi, her younger brother Bobo, and the other children of their town, 
saying it is too dangerous for them to stay with their parents, but now they are all being sent back. Since Rosi is the oldest, all the 
younger kids are looking to her with questions she doesn't have the answers to. She'd always trusted the Freds completely, but now 
she's not so sure. And their home is nothing like she'd expected, like nothing the Freds had prepared them for.

Haddix, Margaret 
Peterson

Found When thirteen-year-olds Jonah and Chip, who are both adopted, learn they were discovered on a plane that appeared out of 
nowhere, full of babies with no adults on board, they realize that they have uncovered a mystery involving time travel and two 
opposing forces, each trying to repair the fabric of time.

Grade 6
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AUTHOR TITLE NOTES

Haddix, Margaret 
Peterson

Under Their Skin Twelve-year-old twins Nick and Eryn investigate why their mother and new stepfather are keeping secrets, why they are forbidden 
to meet their stepsiblings, and, most important, why their lives are in danger.

Hobbs, Will Crossing the Wire Fifteen-year-old Victor Flores journeys north in a desperate attempt to cross the Arizona border and find work in the United States 
to support his family in central Mexico.

Holm, Jennifer Fourteenth Goldfish  Ellie's scientist grandfather has discovered a way to reverse aging, and consequently has turned into a teenager--which makes for 
complicated relationships when he moves in with Ellie and her mother, his daughter.

Holm, Jennifer Penny From Heaven As she turns twelve during the summer of 1953, Penny gains new insights into herself and her family while also learning a secret 
about her father's death. 

Holt, Kimberly When Zachary Beaver 
Came to Town

During the summer of 1971 in a small Texas town, thirteen-year old Toby and his best friend Cal meet the star of a sideshow act, 600 
pound Zachary, the fattest boy in the world.

Homayoonfar, 
Nioucha

Taking Cover: One girl's 
story of growing up 
during the Iranian 
revolution

Nonfiction. "This coming-of-age memoir, set during the Iranian Revolution, tells the true story of a young girl who moves to Tehran 
from the U.S. and has to adjust to living in a new country, learning a new language, and starting a new school during one of the most 
turbulent periods in Iran's history"

Horowitz, Anthony Stormbreaker When Uncle Ian is murdered, Alex learns that his guardian was a spy. England's intelligence agency then drafts the fourteen-year-old 
to complete his uncle's work. Equipped with sophisticated gadgetry, Alex investigates a businessman who is planning a violent act of 
terrorism. This junior James Bond skydives, dodges bullets, and swims through underwater caves in a book that, despite its 
preposterous premise, is hard to put down.

Horvath, Polly Everything on a Waffle Eleven-year-old Primrose, who lives in a small fishing village in British Columbia, recounts her experiences and all she learns about 
human nature and the unpredictability of life in the months after her parents are lost at sea.

Horvath, Polly My 100 Adventures Twelve-year-old Jane, who lives at the beach in a run-down old house with her mother, two brothers, and sister, has an eventful 
summer accompanying her pastor on Bible deliveries, meeting former boyfriends of her mother's, and being coerced into 
babysitting for a family of ill-mannered children.

Hunt, Lynda 
Mullaly

Fish in a Tree Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot of smart people. Every time she lands in a new school, she is able to hide her inability to 
read by creating clever yet disruptive distractions. She is afraid to ask for help; after all, how can you cure dumb? However, her 
newest teacher Mr. Daniels sees the bright, creative kid underneath the trouble maker.

Hunt, Lynda 
Mullaly

One for the Murphys Carley uses humor and street smarts to keep her emotional walls high and thick. But the day she becomes a foster child, and moves 
in with the Murphys, she's blindsided. This loving, bustling family shows Carley the stable family life she never thought existed, and 
she feels like an alien in their cookie-cutter-perfect household. Despite her resistance, the Murphys eventually show her what it 
feels like to belong--until her mother wants her back and Carley has to decide where and how to live. She's not really a Murphy, but 
the gifts they've given her have opened up a new future.

Kelly, Jacqueline The Evolution of 
Calpurnia Tate

In central Texas in 1899, eleven-year-old Callie Vee Tate is instructed to be a lady by her mother, learns about love from the older 
three of her six brothers, and studies the natural world with her grandfather, the latter of which leads to an important discovery.

Larson, Kirby Hattie Big Sky After inheriting her uncle's homesteading claim in Montana, sixteen-year-old orphan Hattie Brooks travels from Iowa in 1917 to 
make a home for herself and encounters some unexpected problems related to the war being fought in Europe.

L'Engle, Madeleine A Wrinkle in Time Meg Murry, her brother Charles, and their friend Calvin, embark on a journey through space and time, assisted by three 
otherworldly women, to find Meg's father, a physicist who disappeared while experimenting with time travel.

Levine, Gail Carson Ever Fourteen-year-old Kezi and Olus, Akkan god of the winds, fall in love and together try to change her fate--to be sacrificed to a Hyte 
god because of a rash promise her father made--through a series of quests that might make her immortal.

Grade 6
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Levine, Gail Carson Ella Enchanted In this novel based on the story of Cinderella, Ella struggles against the childhood curse that forces her to obey any order given her.

Levine, Gail Carson The Two Princesses of 
Bamarre

With her adventurous sister, Meryl, suffering from the Grey death, meek and timid Princess Addie sets out to find a cure.

Leyson, Leon The Boy on the Wooden 
Box.

Nonfiction. Leon Leyson describes growing up in Poland, being forced from home to ghetto to concentration camps by the Nazis, 
and being saved by Oskar Schindler.

Losure, Mary The Fairy Ring or Elsie 
and Frances Fool the 
World [a true story].

Relates the story of Francis and Elsie, cousins who concocted a story and photographs about fairies because nobody believed Francis 
could see the tiny men and were surprised when their photographs were found by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, who truly believed in 
fairies. 

Lupica, Mike Travel Team After he is cut from his travel basketball team--the very same team that his father once led to national prominence — twelve-year-
old Danny Walker forms his own team of cast-offs that might have a shot at victory.

McKinley, Robin Beauty: A Retelling of the 
Story of Beauty & the 
Beast

Beauty grows to love the Beast at whose castle she is compelled to stay and, through her love, releases him from the spell which had 
turned him from a handsome prince into an ugly beast.

Martin, Ann M. Rain Reign  Struggling with Asperger's syndrome, Rose shares a bond with her beloved dog, but when the dog goes missing during a storm, 
Rose is forced to confront the limits of her comfort levels, even if it means leaving her routines in order to search for her pet.

Mass, Wendy A Mango-Shaped Space : 
a Novel

Afraid that she is crazy, thirteen-year-old Mia, who sees a special color with every letter, number, and sound, keeps this a secret 
until she becomes overwhelmed by school, changing relationships, and the death of her beloved cat, Mango.

Mass, Wendy Every Soul a Star Ally, Bree, and Jack meet at Moon Shadow, an isolated campground, to watch a total eclipse of the sun; but soon they begin to learn 
a great deal about themselves, each other, and the universe.

Montgomery, Lucy 
Maud

Anne of Green Gables Anne, an eleven-year-old orphan, is sent by mistake to live with a lonely, middle-aged brother and sister on a Prince Edward Island 
farm and proceeds to make an incredible impression on everyone around her.

McKay, Hilary The Time of Green Magic When eleven-year-old Abi moves with her father and new stepfamily into an eerie old house, something magical makes her books 
more real and brings a not-so-imaginary friend to stepbrother Louis.

McNeal, Tom Far Far Away When Jeremy Johnson Johnson's strange ability to speak to the ghost of Jacob Grimm draws the interest of his classmate, Ginger 
Boltinghouse, the two find themselves at the center of a series of disappearances in their hometown.

Morpurgo, 
Michael

An Eagle in the Snow In 1940 England, stuck in a train tunnel while German fighter jets fly overhead, Barney hears an unlikely story of a highly decorated 
World War I soldier who once had a chance to kill young Adolf Hitler.

Newman, Patricia Plastic Ahoy!  
Investigation the Great 
Pacific Garbage Patch.

Nonfiction.  Follows a team of researchers investigating the Great Pacific Garbage Patch, and examines the effects of plastic waste 
on marine life.

Nixon, Joan 
Lowery

The Name of the Game 
was Murder

When she visits her great-uncle, a successful and self-centered author, at his fortress-like home on Catalina Island, fifteen-year-old 
Samantha becomes involved in his manipulative game that leads to murder.

Park, Linda Sue A Single Shard Tree-ear, a thirteen-year old orphan in medieval Korea, lives under a bridge in a potters’ village and longs to learn to throw the 
delicate celadon pottery himself.

Parry, Rosanne Heart of a Shepherd Alderman, nearly twelve, promises to help his grandparents keep the family's Oregon ranch the same while his brothers are away 
and his father is deployed to Iraq, but as he comes to accept the inevitability of change, he also sees the man he is meant to be.

Grade 6
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Paterson, 
Katherine

Lyddie In the 1840’s, impoverished Vermont farm girl Lyddie Worthen is determined to gain her independence by becoming a factory 
worker in Lowell, Massachusetts.  

Pennypacker, Sara Pax Pax and Peter have been inseparable ever since Peter rescued him as a kit. But one day, the unimaginable happens: Peter's dad 
enlists in the military and makes him return the fox to the wild. At his grandfather's house, three hundred miles away from home, 
Peter knows he isn't where he should be—with Pax. He strikes out on his own despite the encroaching war, spurred by love, loyalty, 
and grief, to be reunited with his fox.

Peck, Richard On the Wings of Heroes A boy in Illinois remembers the homefront years of World War II, especially his two heroes — his brother in the Air Force and his 
father — who fought in the previous war. 

Riordan, Rick Percy Jackson and the 
Olympian (any title in the 
series) 

Percy, expelled from six schools for being unable to control his temper, learns the truth from his mother that his father is the Greek 
god Poseidon, and is sent to Camp Half Blood where he is befriended by a satyr

Riordan, Rick The Sea of Monsters During their second summer at Half-Blood Hill, Percy and his friends undertake a perilous voyage to save their summer camp in this 
modern day adventure with a Greek mythology twist.

Rorby, Ginny Hurt Go Happy Thirteen-year-old Joey Willis has been deaf since age six, but her mother has refused to let her learn sign language, leaving Joey 
struggling to connect with those around her until she meets Dr. Charles Mansell and his baby chimpanzee, who secretly teach Joey 
how to sign.

Ryan, Pam Munoz Mananaland Twelve-year-old Max, who loves the legend Buelo tells him about a mythical gatekeeper who can guide brave travelers on a journey 
into tomorrow, sets out on a dangerous quest to discover if he is true of heart and what the future holds, armed with a treasured 
compass, a mysterious stone rubbing, and Buelo's legend as his only guides.

Rylant, Cynthia Missing May After the death of the beloved aunt who has raised her, twelve-year-old Summer and her Uncle Ob leave their West Virginia trailer 
in search of strength to go on living.

Schmidt, Gary The Wednesday Wars Seventh-grader Holling Hoodhood, stuck in Mrs. Baker's classroom during the 1967 school year while his classmates go to either 
Catechism or Hebrew school, learns much of value about the world in which he lives from the study of the plays of William 
Shakespeare.

Schyffert, Bea 
Uusma

The Man Who Went To 
the Far Side of the Moon: 
The Story of Apollo 11 
Astronaut Michael Collins

Nonfiction.   Describes the experiences of Apollo 11 astronaut Michael Collins as he circled the moon while Neil Armstrong and Buzz 
Aldrin walked on it; explains what everyday life was like on "Columbia," presents background on the three astronauts, and includes 
photos of Collins and his family.

Selznick, Brian Wonderstruck: a Novel in 
Pictures and Words

Relates the stories of twelve-year-old Ben, who loses his mother and his hearing in a short time frame and decides to leave his 
Minnesota home in 1977 to seek the father he has never known in New York City; and Rose, who lives with her father but feels 
compelled to search for what is missing in her life. Ben's story is told in words; Rose's in pictures.

Sloan, Holly 
Goldberg

Counting by 7s Twelve-year-old genius and outsider Willow Chance must figure out how to connect with other people and find a surrogate family 
for herself after her parents are killed in a car accident. 

Sloan, Holly 
Goldberg

Short "Very short for her age, Julia grows into her sense of self while playing a munchkin in a summer regional theater production of The 
Wizard of Oz."

Spinelli, Jerry Loser Even though his classmates from first grade on have considered him strange and a loser, Donald Zinkoff's optimism and exuberance 
and the support of his loving family do not allow him to feel that way about himself.

Spinelli, Jerry Stargirl Stargirl, a teen who animates quiet Mica High with her colorful personality, suddenly finds herself shunned for her refusal to 
conform.

Grade 6
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Spinelli, Jerry Wringer As Palmer comes of age, he must either accept the violence of being a wringer at his town's annual Pigeon Day or find the courage 
to oppose it. 

Stead, Rebecca When You Reach Me As her mother prepares to be a contestant on the 1980s television game show, "The $20,000 Pyramid," a twelve-year-old New York 
City girl tries to make sense of a series of mysterious notes received from an anonymous source that seems to defy the laws of time 
and space. 

Swanson, Diane Nibbling on Einstein's 
Brain: The Good The Bad 
& The Bogus in Science.

Nonfiction.   Discusses the ways that scientific research can be faulty, inadequate, or phony, how this type of research can affect 
your life, and how you can know the difference between good science and bad science.

Sweet, Melissa Some Writer! The Story of 
E.B. White

Nonfiction.  Caldecott Honor winner Sweet mixes White's personal letters, photos, and family ephemera with her own exquisite 
artwork to tell the story of this American literary icon. Readers young and old will be fascinated and inspired by the journalist,New 
Yorker contributor, and children's book author who loved words his whole life. 

Van Draanen, 
Wendelin

The Running Dream When a school bus accident leaves sixteen-year-old Jessica an amputee, she returns to school with a prosthetic limb, and her track 
team finds a way to help rekindle her dream of running again. 

Grade 6
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